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NATIVE WILDLIFE RECOVERY PROJECTS — DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.18 pm]: On 9 and 10 October, I took the 
opportunity to visit some of our southern national parks, where the Liberal–National government has been 
investing in improved visitor facilities, to inspect some native wildlife recovery projects. At the Tone–Perup 
Nature Reserve east of Manjimup, where the Department of Parks and Wildlife has created an 840 hectare 
predator-proof sanctuary, the woylie population is making a remarkable recovery. Forty-one host woylies that 
were introduced in December 2010 have given birth to 380 offspring, which are being used in translocations of 
the species to other areas where the department is baiting for foxes. This is excellent progress with a species that 
has suffered a severe decline in numbers as a result of predation and disease. The Cascades recreation site on the 
banks of Lefroy Brook in Gloucester National Park near Pemberton is an extremely popular site with visitors, 
attracting 30 000 visits a year. The $985 000 redevelopment includes a sealed road, car park, a new lookout, 
boardwalk, footbridge and an interpretation centre. 
In the Walpole area, the Department of Parks and Wildlife has completed $2.7 million worth of developments at 
Mount Frankland in the Mount Frankland National Park and at Coalmine Beach in the Walpole and Nornalup 
Inlets Marine Park. I also had the pleasure of officially opening the Caldyanup Jinnung wilderness lookout, 
which is the final component in the development of visitor facilities in what is known as the Walpole Wilderness 
Discovery Centre project. Other elements are the Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk and the Swarbrick Art 
Loop. The lookout is built to ACROD standards and, for the first time, visitors to the park can now view a vast 
part of the wilderness that previously was available only to people who were physically able to climb to the top 
of Mount Frankland. The Coalmine Beach facilities include a jetty, boat ramp and car park, allowing for safe and 
easy access to the inlets. I acknowledge the involvement of the Walpole Nornalup and Districts Community 
Development Group, the Department of Transport and the Department of Fisheries, which worked with the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife in constructing the facilities. There are some 16 million visits each year to our 
national parks, and that visitation rate is expected to grow by an incredible 80 per cent over the next decade. 
Projects such as these and the Liberal–National government’s planned works as part of our $21 million Parks for 
People program are essential if we are to provide for the many individuals and families who wish to experience 
our magnificent conservation lands and waters.  
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